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ENGL 4395 

Current Description: Current Trends in Rhetoric and Composition Theory 

Three semester hours (SP) 

The goal of this course is to examine the leading trends in contemporary rhetorical theory and 

practice and to review advanced writing programs and seminars throughout the country. Students 

will study selected readings by major theorists and become acquainted with scholarly journals 

related to the discipline. 

 

Revised Description: Current Trends in Rhetorical Theory 

Three semester hours (SP) 

This course provides opportunities for participants to examine the leading trends in contemporary 

rhetorical theory and epistemology.  Participants will study selected readings by major theorists 

on topics that include, but are not limited to, social epistemology, minority voices, mass media, 

and composition. Prerequisite: Three hours sophomore literature or consent of instructor. 

 

Justification: Outdated course description. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): Upon successful completion of this course, students will be 

able to: 

1. Identify rhetoricians/theorists by name and their major/minor works;  

2. Explain differences in epistemological approaches; 

3. Explain key concepts and movements in Rhetoric; 

4. Examine the historical, social, and cultural influences in Rhetoric; and 

5. Compose a research-based, critical analysis of one or more themes in rhetorical theory. 
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